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Tuesday 16th May
PRINCIPAL’S REPORT

Visiting AFL Player
Friday 19th May
Interschool Cross Country—Vic Park
One & All Day—Wear Orange
Orange Cupcake Sale

STUDENT LEADERS

Blitz on Inappropriate Language
Recently, we have noticed an increase in the amount of inappropriate language we
are hearing in the school. Consequently, we are having a school wide blitz on
inappropriate language and teachers will be adopting a consistent strategy to deal
with this problem. Every time a student is heard using inappropriate language by a
teacher they will be given a five-minute time-out. A text message will then be sent
home to parents. The text message will read, “Your child was given a time out for
inappropriate language today.” We do not expect a reply to this text message but
we would like parents to discuss with their child the importance of using appropriate
language at school.
NAPLAN Tests
This week, students in Grades 3 & 5 completed NAPLAN tests in the following areas:
Language Conventions, Writing, Reading & Numeracy. A NAPLAN report will be
issued to us later in the year and we will notify you when the reports are available
for collection.
2018 Prep Enrolments
Over the last fortnight, a public notice calling for “Expressions of Interest” for 2018
enrolments was published in the Riverine Herald. If you know of anyone who is
considering sending their child to our school next year, please encourage them to
contact the school. An Information Night will be held in Term 4.

Max Collins & Blake Harding
Thank you for your work as Student
Leaders.
Our School Values
Respect-having regard for self, others
and the environment
Inclusion-sense of belonging
Integrity-being honest and fair
Responsibility-being responsible for your
actions & words
Personal Best-striving for excellence
In Term 2 our focus is on Respect.

Wear Orange for One & All Day
Next Friday, we are encouraging all students to wear orange (this can be a lot of
orange or simply a hint of orange) to promote that there is no
limit as to how inclusion can happen in our community. The
One and All Campaspe Inclusion Project organised the day and
all of the money raised will go towards maintaining &
strengthening this worthwhile program. The Student Action
Group will also be selling orange cupcakes and all students
wearing orange will be given a free tub of yoghurt.
New Date for Athletics Sports – 4th August
Please note that a new date has been set for our combined Echuca West and Echuca
South Athletics Sports. The new date is August 4th.
Teacher Aide position
A full time Teacher Aide position has been advertised on DET Recruitment Online
for the Prep/1 Room. This appointment will start on 29th May.

Attitude to School Surveys
Our school is conducting a survey to find out what your child thinks of our school. The Attitudes to School survey is an annual
student survey offered by the Department of Education and Training. The survey assists schools in gaining an understanding
of students' perceptions and experience of school.
Our school will use the survey results to plan programs and activities to improve your child's schooling experience.
This year the Attitudes to School survey will be conducted at our school between Monday 22 nd May to Friday 2nd June. The
survey only takes 20-30 minutes to complete and occurs during your child's class time. Your child will complete the survey
online.
Students from Grade 4 to Grade 6 will participate in the survey. This is the first time Grade 4 students have been involved.
Essendon Player Visit
On Tuesday 16th May, Essendon Football Club will be sending a group of players to Echuca. One of these players will visit our
school at approximately midday to talk to the students and demonstrate a few skills. At this stage we do not know who the
player will be.
New School Update
On Tuesday, I attended a meeting at the new school site. Building works are progressing well and it is anticipated that all of
the concrete slabs will be finished by the end of next week.

STAR OF THE WEEK AWARD
Grade Prep /1 A— Sophie McKee—Sophie, you are a very kind, caring and considerate member of our class. I love how you
are always happy to volunteer to be somebody’s partner or step in to help one of your peers, whether that be with some
drawing, cutting or reading. You show so much patience and understanding to everyone around you. You show fabulous
leadership and your smile that you bring to school each day makes our room shine bright!
Congratulation’s you are our STAR OF THE WEEK!
Stella Pitt—Stella, you are on fire with your learning this year. You are enthusiastic and always give all
your learning tasks your personal best! Every day you know more and more of your sounds and I love
watching your independence grow to apply the sounds you know to spelling simple words in your
writing. You are doing great with your eagle eye, lips the fish and stretchy snake reading strategies. I
know how hard you are working too on making your words sit on the line and not float happily away
into the sky! Your handwriting is beautiful and neat too. Keep up your rock star efforts and congratulations on being our
STAR OF THE WEEK!
Grade 2B—Olivia Mckay- I have noticed you trying hard this week in the classroom to do your very best. You have been
working extra hard and I have seen an increased focus when working at your table and completing tasks. Your dojo points
soared this week. Keep it up! Well done Olivia.

Grade 4D— Moana Broughton—What fantastic work ethic you have Moana! You always work hard in class and consistently
aim to achieve your personal best. I have been particularly impressed with your research project that you have been working
on at home. You have set a high standard for demonstrating to your peers what makes an exemplary piece of digital work. I
always appreciate your willingness to step up and help younger students when needed. You are a terrific kid.
Grade 5E— Jack Skerritt—You are such a hard working and focused student! You have shown perseverance and resilience
both in terms of your school work and peer relationships. We are so proud of your consistent effort and the terrific attitude
you have towards your education. Well done, Jack!
Grade 6F— Blake Harding—You are diligently working to improve your maths skills. I especially like the way you are persisting
with the challenging maths homework. I am also impressed with your willingness to help around the classroom. You are a
great ‘team’ member. Well done and thank you.

CLASS OF THE WEEK

This week’s Class of the Week is Grade Prep/One : For welcoming four new students into their
class and helping them to learn new rules and routines.

WELCOME
We have had seven new students begin recently and we would like to give them a big welcome to our school. Please make
yourself known to our new families.
Welcome to:
Cherie & Troy Allen (Maddison—Prep & Tyson -Grade 2)
Kylie Rossiter & Francis Stevens (Chloe—Grade One & Jazmine—Grade 2)
Naomi Armstrong (Will—Grade 1)
Sage & Robert Wiltshire (Georgia—Grade 1 & Miley—Grade 2)

MOTHER’S DAY BREAKFAST & RAFFLE
A big thankyou to all the Mum’s, Nan’s and special friends that attended our Mother’s Day Breakfast this morning. Also a big
thankyou to the Parent’s and Friends committee who do a terrific job always at these events. We would also like to thank the
following people who donated prizes for the raffle and have listed the winners of
those prizes below.

Prizes Donated by: TSH Beauty, Bunnings, Bennetts
Intersport, Chick Fit, Forty Winks, Priceline, The Pear Tree,
Nook on High, Best & Less, Carlie Davison, Jacinta Martin,
Chemist Warehouse and Celeste Kenna. Also we thank Echuca
Worker’s and Services Club for donating bacon and Parmalat
for donating yoghurt for the breakfast.
Congratulations to our Raffle Winners: Lisa McKee, Marg Wallace, Jacey Nilbett, Maddie McConnell, Ryder Johnson, Charlie
Brain, Jayda Golding, Kate Mills, Beryl Murray, Christine Millen, Naomi Bayley, Freddy Kenna, Finn Mundie, Taylor Clarke,
Mason Golding, Norah Lenne, Mrs Devlin, Mrs E and Ryan Griffiths. Well done everyone. Have a wonderful Mother’s Day
with your families.

PREMIERS’ READING CHALLENGE 2017
The Victorian Premiers’ Reading Challenge is now open and Echuca West Primary School is excited to be participating.
The Challenge is open to all Victorian children in recognition of the importance of reading for literacy development. It is not a
competition; but a personal challenge for children to read a set number of books by 1st September
2017. This is a wonderful opportunity for children to read lots of books. Children from Year 2 are
encouraged to read or ‘experience’ 30 books with their parents and teachers. Children from Year 3
to Year 10 are challenged to read 15 books to complete the challenge. All children who meet the
Challenge will receive a certificate of achievement signed by the Victorian Premier and can choose
to have their name included on the online Honour Roll. If you would like your child‘s name to appear on the Honour Roll,
please sign the form your child has been given and return it to school.
To read the Premier’s letter to parents, view the booklists and for more information about the Victorian Premiers’ Reading
Challenge, visit: www.education.vic.gov.au/prc

INTERSCHOOL CROSS COUNTRY
Next Friday, 19th May some children from Grades 3-6 will be participating in the Interschool
Cross Country. We will leave school at 12pm for a 12.30 start at Vic Park Echuca. The 9-10 year
age group will be running first.

BIRTHDAYS IN THE SCHOOL THIS WEEK

We would like to wish a happy birthday to Faith Scott and Mitch Clarke who are celebrating their
birthdays this week. We hope they have a great day.

REMINDERS

Lunch Orders are Monday, Wednesday & Friday.
Lost Property Box is in the Undercover area.
Student Banking Day is Thursday.

ADVERTISING SPACE
If you would like to sponsor our newsletter and advertise your
business in this space we would love to hear from you. This will
cost $20 each week to include your business card or logo in our
weekly newsletter. If you are interested please contact the
school on 54822263.

TERM DATES FOR 2017.
Term 2: 18 April to 30 June
Term 3: 17 July to 22 September
Term 4: 9 October to 22 December

FUTURE DATES

FUTURE DATES

Sunday 21st May—Saturday 27th May

Friday 9th June

Education Week—Healthy Mind, Healthy Body

Grade 5/6 Interschool Sports with Echuca South—Round 2

Thursday 25th May

Monday 12th June

Cake Stall—Prep/1/2 Grades 3pm

Public Holiday—Queen’s Birthday

Friday 26th May

Tuesday 13th June

Grade Prep/1/2 Melbourne Zoo Excursion

Pupil Free Day—School Wide Positive Behaviours PD

Grade 5/6 Interschool Sports with South—Round 1

Wednesday 14th June

Friday 2nd June

School Council

Grade 5/6 Netball Tournament

Friday 16th June

Monday 5th June

Grade 5/6 Interschool Sports with South—Round 3

Pupil Free Day—Report Writing Day

Friday 23rd June

Tuesday 6th June

Grade 5/6 Interschool Sports with South—Round 4

Regional Cross Country—St Arnaud

Wednesday 28th June
Grade 5/6 Campaspe Boys Football Carnival
Friday 30th June
Last Day Term 2—Dismissal 2.10p.m.

GRADE REPORTS
Grade Prep 1A & 2B: P/1/2 have had a very exciting time this week learning lots of interesting facts about
penguins. We have read about penguins, written interesting facts about penguins, imagined what we would do if
we were penguins and it even gave us an opportunity to practice
handwriting the letter p correctly (this is a tricky letter with a body
and a tail). We have drawn penguins by following directions, created
cute penguins with coloured ear muffs and you might even be lucky
enough to see some penguins around our rooms actually made from
the letter P! In Maths we have continued to explore various strategies
we can use to add numbers together. We have also learned about
doubles and enjoyed playing a doubles bingo game with a buddy. Our
Year 2 group has also been revising place value. This morning we enjoyed bringing our Mums, Nans, Grans and
special friends to the Mother’s Day breakfast. We are very excited about Mother’s Day and know that all our mums
will feel loved, spoiled and pampered on Sunday. Enjoy your weekend and Happy Mother’s Day from Prep / 1 / 2.

Grade 5E: This week Grade 5 learnt how to make body scrub with Mrs Mathers. It was super messy but it was
incredibly fun. On Friday morning we had the Mother’s Day breakfast. We had a raffle and
there were some awesome prizes. We also had to do NAPLAN, which was a challenge, but
we had a pizza lunch afterwards. Our new inquiry unit is ‘Earn and Learn’. It is going to be a
lot of fun.
By Tegan and Shyloh

Grade 6F: Today the whole school brought their mum’s in for the Mother’s Day Breakfast. The Grade 5 & 6
students started Earn and Learn. Grade 5 & 6 also began buddies with the Preps
and Grade Ones. Anzac projects were also presented by the Grade 6 students.

COMMUNITY NEWS

