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Monday 1st May
Hats Away Day

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT
ANZAC Day
I would like to congratulate Mrs Devlin and the Grade 6 class for planning and
organising a very professional ANZAC Day ceremony on Monday. RSL members Peter
Martin, Bob Wark, John Shinn, Bill McKee and Rhett McKee attended the ceremony
with Bob Wark, an ex airforce veteran giving a key note speech. Afterwards, the RSL
members joined our staff for some morning tea. On Tuesday, I also attended the
Echuca ANZAC Day service and marched in the parade with our Grade 6 leaders, Halle
Gray and Will Kervin. During the service, Halle and Will also laid a wreath at the
cenotaph on behalf of our school.

STUDENT LEADERS

Halle Gray & Will Kervin
Thank you for your work as Student
Leaders.
Our School Values
Respect-having regard for self, others
and the environment
Inclusion-sense of belonging
Integrity-being honest and fair
Responsibility-being responsible for your
actions & words
Personal Best-striving for excellence
In Term 2 our focus is on Respect.

State Swimming Finals
Congratulations to Emma Judd who attended the School Sports Victoria State
Swimming finals at the Melbourne Sports and Aquatic Centre on Wednesday. Emma
came seventh in the 11-Year-Old Girls’ 50m Freestyle and seventh in the 11-Year-Old
Girls’ 50m Backstroke.

NAPLAN

On Tuesday 9th May to Thursday 11th May, students in Grade 3 and 5 will participate in the National Assessment
Program – Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN). This includes tests in Reading, Writing, Language Conventions
(spelling, grammar and punctuation) and Numeracy. Schools use the results from NAPLAN to identify strengths
and weaknesses in teaching programs and to set goals in literacy and numeracy. Teachers also use results to help
them better identify students who require greater challenges or additional support.
Mother’s Day Breakfast
On Friday 12th May, we will be holding a Mother’s Day Breakfast. All mothers, grandmothers or special friends are
invited to attend. We will be serving egg and bacon sandwiches, tea, coffee and orange juice. Tubs of yoghurt will
also be available. Breakfast will start at 7:30am and our Mother’s Day Raffle will be drawn at approximately
8:30am. We look forward to your attendance.
Hats Away on the 1st May
This week is the final week where students need to wear hats during recess and lunch. As of next week, no hats
are required.
Thank You
Thank you to Shaun Blachford for repairing the playground over the weekend.

STAR OF THE WEEK AWARD
Grade Prep/1 A— Rory Clancy—What a great start back to Term 2 you have had Rory. I have been so proud of your
positive approach to classroom life since you came back from your holidays. It has been great to see you ‘bounce back’ a bit
more this past week and become more resilient when faced with situations you find difficult to deal with. I can see you are
trying hard to do your best. Keep working at it, we will get there! I believe in you. You are this
week’s STAR!
Grade 2B—Mia Clarke—You have such a wonderful and positive attitude in the classroom every
single day. You are a very kind and thoughtful member of our classroom and a fantastic role model
for the younger students. I love seeing you always giving everything your absolute best and never
giving up. Keep it up. Well done Mia!
Grade 3C—Caitlin McKee—Caitlin, you are a caring and considerate member of the Grade 3 classroom. You have shown a
fantastic amount of determination and concentration during our preparation for NAPLAN and have applied the same
persistence to our Maths topic on money! It has been great to see the effort you’ve applied to continually improve your
handwriting and it was a pleasure to hand over your pen licence. Well done Caitlin!
Grade 4D— Jayda Golding—Well done on a great start to Term 2. Your positive attitude and determination to do your best
in all learning areas is fantastic. It has been great to see you working really hard this week to learn analogue time. Well
done Jayda. Keep up the great work!
Grade 5E— Brodie Millen—You are a respectful and respected member of the class. You constantly make good choices
when faced with potential problems and are a great role model to your peers. We love the way you take your education
seriously and don’t take the easy road! Keep challenging yourself!
Grade 6F— Seth Blade—You practice our school values everyday. In class you are always on task and display integrity and
respect. You are a very responsible person and a great asset to our Grade 6 class. Well done and thank you.
CLASS OF THE WEEK

This week’s Class of the Week is Grade 3: for getting along with each other in the playground at
recess and lunchtime.

PREMIERS’ READING CHALLENGE 2017

The Victorian Premiers’ Reading Challenge is now open and Echuca West Primary School is excited
to be participating.
The Challenge is open to all Victorian children in recognition of the importance of reading for
literacy development. It is not a competition; but a personal challenge for children to read a set
number of books by 1st September 2017. This is a wonderful opportunity for children to read lots
of books. Children from Year 2 are encouraged to read or ‘experience’ 30 books with their parents
and teachers. Children from Year 3 to Year 10 are challenged to read 15 books to complete the challenge. All children who
meet the Challenge will receive a certificate of achievement signed by the Victorian Premier and can choose to have their
name included on the online Honour Roll. If you would like your child‘s name to appear on the Honour Roll, please sign the
form your child has been given and return it to your school.
To read the Premier’s letter to parents, view the booklists and for more information about the Victorian Premiers’ Reading
Challenge, visit: www.education.vic.gov.au/prc

BIRTHDAYS IN THE SCHOOL THIS WEEK
We would like to wish a happy birthday to Lachie McCudden who is celebrating his birthday this week.
We hope he has a great day.

REMINDERS

TERM DATES FOR 2017.

Lunch Orders are Monday, Wednesday & Friday.
Lost Property Box is in the Undercover area.
Student Banking Day is Thursday.

Term 3: 17 July to 22 September

ADVERTISING SPACE

Term 4: 9 October to 22 December

If you would like to sponsor our newsletter and advertise your
business in this space we would love to hear from you. This will
cost $20 each week to include your business card or logo in our
weekly newsletter. If you are interested please contact the
school on 54822263.

FUTURE DATES
Tuesday 9th May
NAPLAN
Wednesday 10th May
NAPLAN
School Council 7pm
Thursday 11th May
NAPLAN
Friday 12th May
Mother’s Day Breakfast 7.30a.m.
Friday 19th May
Interschool Cross Country—Vic Park
One & All Day—Wear Orange

Term 2: 18 April to 30 June

Thursday 25th May
Cake Stall—Prep/1/2 Grade
Friday 26th May
Grade 5/6 Interschool Sports with South—Round 1
Friday 2nd June
Grade 5/6 Netball Tournament
Monday 5th June
Pupil Free Day—Report Writing Day
Tuesday 6th June
Regional Cross Country—St Arnaud
Friday 9th June
Grade 5/6 Interschool Sports with Echuca South—Round 2
Tuesday 13th June
Pupil Free Day—School Wide Positive Behaviours PD

FUTURE DATES
Wednesday 14th June
School Council
Friday 16th June
Grade 5/6 Interschool Sports with South—Round 3
Friday 23rd June
Grade 5/6 Interschool Sports with South—Round 4
Wednesday 28th June
Grade 5/6 Campaspe Boys Football Carnival
Friday 30th June
Last Day Term 2

GRADE REPORTS
Grade Prep 1A & 2B: Hello P/1/2 families! It’s great to have all our smiling faces back after a very busy holiday
break. Our classrooms are set to come alive this term with our new inquiry
focus on ‘Living Animals.’ This is going to be an exciting unit with a combined
Echuca West / Echuca South excursion to the Melbourne Zoo on Friday, May
26th (details to follow shortly). We have spent the last two short weeks
investigating and learning what living things are, classifying things into living
and non-living and determining the basic needs a living creature needs in
order to survive. Next week we will be learning about habitats. We have
incorporated our shared texts and writing activities into our inquiry and have
been writing about pets and creatures you might find in a garden. In Maths we have revised our counting skills
and have started some basic addition concepts in the Prep/1 classroom. Our Year 2’s have been exploring number
patterns. Unfortunately our Athletics were washed out, but this is ok, because now we have plenty of time to
practice in preparation for the next time! We enjoyed our ANZAC day ceremony earlier this week led by our Year 6
students. Have a restful weekend, ready for our first full week (no days off next week!)

Grade 3C & 4D: It has been an eventful week in the Grade 3/4 area. During Maths, the Grade 3’s have focused
on Money. They have focused on looking at ways to make money and calculate change using varying values. The
Grade 4’s have reinforced their knowledge of their times tables and identifying and recognising time in both digital
and analogue format. In Literacy, the Grade 3 students have continued their focus on author’s purpose from
week 1 and have been identifying whether the text was structured to persuade, inform or entertain the reader.
This work has been effective in building our knowledge, particularly
of narrative and persuasive writing as we continue our preparation
for NAPLAN in week 4. During our Coding, we have continued to
focus on the systematic commands required to complete a task.
The children have begun to develop their own obstacle course that
will become a challenge for their friends in the classroom to solve.
During STEM, we have begun the planning phase of creating the highest free standing tower. This task will
continue for 3 weeks and the students are required to only use 12 pieces of paper and minimal tape. Great work
Grade 3 and 4.

Grade 6F: This week Grade 6 class were very busy and we kicked it off with the Echuca
West Anzac Day ceremony. Every Grade 6 student had a part in the ceremony, like
reading a poem or raising the flag. Halle and I were Masters of Ceremony and did the
main speeches and we had five important and interesting guests who fought in the war
and shared their first hand experience. Quite a few parents and family came too. The day
after I attended the Anzac Day service and march. It was a good experience, happy and
sad, also serious and solemn. To finish off the Grade sixes busy week, today we are at the
Interschool Soccer Tournament. It is on at the Jack Eddy oval and Brick Alley oval.
By Will Kervin.
COMMUNITY NEWS

